British Literature—Course Syllabus
Mrs. Barbara Westbrook

Purpose and Objectives:  Designed for seniors, this course focuses on a study of British Literature. It includes standards-based instructional components that focus on literature, exposition and vocabulary, integrating the skills of reading, writing, listening, and speaking.
Textbooks and Resources: McDougal Littel’s The Language of Literature will be the central text, along with supplementary handouts on the history of Britain, Vocabulary Practice and Daily Grammar Practice, EssayMaker Practice Books, videos and handout materials.
Materials Required:  Notebook, blue or black ink pen, pencil, notebook paper, any assigned handout or textbook.  

Students will independently read and analyze a variety of texts following a thematic approach to the literature and they will create a variety of written narratives and essays, along with reflections of the texts.  In addition, they will read at least two novels or works of nonfiction during the course of the semester.  The themes we will be studying are as follows:
Heroes and Monsters ( Beowulf, Frankenstein, Morte d’Arthur, Macbeth)
The Perilous Journey: Poetry from The Exeter Book, Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales, Coleridge’s The Rime of the Ancient Mariner, selections from Gulliver’s Travels, the novel, Watership Down) 

Embracing the Imagination:  excerpts from Jane Eyre,  Pride and Prejudice and Tess of the D’Urbervilles, selected Romantic era poetry
Passion and Politics: (Nonfiction by Pepys, Johnson and Boswell, fiction by Defoe, Milton)

Britain at War:  Yeats, Joyce and literature of the World Wars.

Grading: Numerical averages are calculated each nine weeks based on the following information:

Daily Work, vocabulary work                                 25% of grade

Tests and Major Assignments                                 60% of grade

Final                                                                         15% of grade

Attendance:  Students with good attendance enhance their ability to excel in the class. Students will be allowed to makeup any work missed because of an excused absence.  However, it is the responsibility of the student to arrange make-ups for missed assignments.

Requirements:
Notebooks
Paper (EVERY DAY)

Pen and pencil (EVERY DAY)

NO EXCEPTIONS

Class Rules:

Gum, snacks and soft drinks will not be allowed in the classroom.  If you are late to class, you will be given 2 warnings.  Subsequent tardies will result in being assigned D-Hall.  Fighting or aggressive behavior will result in immediate removal to the office.  

We will follow the Coosa High School classroom management plan with its consequences for non-compliance.  Students will be allowed bathroom breaks, during transitions, if they write a note and follow my directions for not-interrupting class work time.  Only one students is allowed out of class at a time, per school rules.
1st offense-Counsel and warn student.

2nd offense-Contact the parents

3rd offense-1 day detention

4th offense-2 days of detention

5th offense-Assistant principal will conference with parents

Records:  Students should keep all returned papers and graded tests in their notebooks.  If a student is failing, he/she is urged to see the teacher to discuss the situation.  Requests for accommodations will be processed.   

If students are failing the class, I will make every effort to conference with parents.  If you will provide your email or cell phone umber below, this will help me to contact you more easily.  (Please indicate whether or not I can call you during the day on your cell phone.)  If I cannot contact parents directly, I will send a letter to the residence.  If you have any questions, please email me at bwestbrook@floydboe.net or call the school and leave a message for me to return your call.  Thank you.

Student’s Name_____________________________________

Parent’s Signature___________________________________

Parent’s Email or Cell Phone _________________________________

