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Welcome to the Official Website of the Coosa High School Lady Eagles. Coached by Connie Guinn, a collegiate standout in the coaching and playing ranks, this years Eagles made several opponents their prey. While young, the 2006 Eagles were enthusiastic and agressive. Coach Guinn, in her first season at the High School level, stated, “This team is so youthful and plays with so much excitement,”. A better description could not be found to explain the intensity these young ladies brought to the Eagles Nest. Next year promises to be even more exciting. 
Most of the articles on this website are courtesy of the Rome News-Tribune, however, original material is also included. 

CLICK HERE FOR 2006 COOSA EAGLES BASKETBALL CAMP PHOTOGRAPHS
CLICK HERE FOR PRINTABLE BASKETBALL CAMP FLYER IN MS WORD


 

No. 9 Pace fights off Lady Eagles 
02/19/06 
From Rome News-Tribune staff reports 
The Coosa Lady Eagles wanted to make a statement in their first round Class AA state playoff game: they weren’t just happy to be there. 
Coosa made that point Saturday, and nearly pulled off a huge upset as well, battling No. 9 Pace Academy close all night before losing 42-36 in Atlanta. 
“I’m really proud of our girls for their effort,” Coosa head coach Connie Guinn said. “We scored the first basket of the game and played hard all night. We had it down to two points several times in the fourth quarter, but we just couldn’t get the lead. 
“Our shots just didn’t fall for us,” Guinn added. “We just couldn’t put it in the hole. But we played well, and we had a great crowd down there to support us.” 
In a defensive battle, Coosa (11-15) scored just four points in the first quarter, but Pace never could build too much of a lead. 
It was 17-12 in favor of the Lady Knights at halftime, and the lead grew to 28-19 after three quarters. 
A 17-point outburst by Coosa kept them in the game, but it was not enough. 
Ieshia Alexander led the Lady Eagles with 15 points, while Robyn Foster added 10. 
Lauren Falohun had 22 points to lead Pace (22-5), which will face Greater Atlanta Christian or Oglethorpe County in the next round.
Eagles Fall in Region 6-AA Girls Consolation
02/12/06 
David Dawson, Rome News-Tribune Sports Writer 
As they’ve done all season, the Armuchee girls produced another surprise Saturday afternoon. 
Now they’ll focus on trying to put together their biggest shocker of the year. 
With four players reaching double figures, the Lady Indians raced to a surprisingly-convincing 67-54 victory over Coosa on Saturday in the third-place game of the Region 6-AA tourney at Georgia Highlands. 
The game was expected to be one of the tournament’s best matchups. But Armuchee took control early and never let up, maintaining a double-digit lead for the final 2½ quarters. The Lady Indians led by as many as 24 points late in the fourth quarter. 
The victory, Armuchee’s 11th in the past 13 games, gives the Lady Indians a No. 3 seed in the AA state tournament. They’ll travel to Atlanta to face perennial power Holy Innocents’ (the No. 2 seed from 5-AA) next Saturday. 
“It’s obviously going to be a tough assignment,” said Armuchee coach Tammy Norred, “and we’ll have to play a terrific game to give ourselves a chance. 
“But I tell you what, this team has so much grit and they fight so hard,” said Norred. “I feel confident we’re going to be ready to play and ready to compete.” 
Coosa will have an even bigger test. The Lady Eagles (11-15) will travel to Atlanta to face top-seeded Pace on Saturday. 
“I’ve got to figure out a way to get us going again,” said Coosa coach Connie Guinn after back-to-back losses. “My fear is that our team has bought into this ‘we’re happy to get this far’ mentality and we’ve got to get away from that. We need to go (to Atlanta) and show some pride in our school and our region.” 
During Saturday’s game, Armuchee’s Hollie Davis scored a team-high 15 points, 11 of which came in the second quarter. Ashley Aker finished with 13, Lenee’ Fuller 12 and Amanda Parris 11. 
For Coosa, Robyn Foster scored 18 points, Haley Couey added 14 and Ieshia Alexander had 11
State Bound Eagles Give Model All it Can Handle
By Erik Green
Rome News-Tribune

The Lady Eagles were defeated by Model in Region Semi-Final game, 50-40
Coosa, the No. 3 seed from the South, gave Model all it could handle. The Lady Devils owned a shaky eight-point lead as late as the 4:05 mark of fourth quarter before using an 8-0 run to pull away. 

“Our team has showed it can handle all types of adversity,” said Echols, “and fortunately we were able to do that again tonight.” 

The Model defense limited Coosa’s explosive guard tandem, freshman Ieshia Alexander and sophomore Robyn Foster, to nine points apiece. They combined to go 7-of-36 from the floor.
Miracle Eagles Advance To State!!!
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02/07/06
Erik Green, Rome News-Tribune Sports Writer 

... ...What a turn of events for the Coosa Lady Eagles. 
After starting the season 1-5, Coosa earned a spot in the state tournament Tuesday by beating Calhoun 48-45 at Georgia Highlands College in the Region 6-AA tournament. 
The Lady Eagles advance to the region semifinals to be held Friday night along with state-bound Armuchee, No. 3 Model and Dade County. 
Armuchee’s Lady Indians ousted Chattooga, 54-41, Model’s Lady Blue Devils eliminated Pepperell, 57-42, and Dade turned back Darlington, 63-37. Calhoun (17-7) was the No. 2 seed from Region 6-AA North, while Coosa was No. 3 out of the South. 
“It has been a hard road for our team, especially considering how young we are,” said Coosa coach Connie Guinn. “Coosa graduated eight seniors last year and to come out and do what this team has done says a lot about their heart and character.” 
Led by their pair of sensational young guards, Ieshia Alexander and Robyn Foster, the Lady Eagles (11-12) . We were able to weather Calhoun’s attack late in the second half. 
Foster and Alexander combined to score 13 of Coosa’s final 15 points in the game. 
Foster finished with a game high 27, while Alexander added 10. 
“We have a good supporting cast, but Robyn and Ieshia are our bread and butter so to speak,” Guinn said. “We want the ball in their hands when we need a shot.” 
Calhoun’s Christine Hollander was fantastic as well, especially in the second half. 
She finished with 22 in the game and battled Alexander and Foster bucket for bucket during an exciting final five minutes. 
“Give Coosa credit they have two great guards,” said Calhoun coach Jerry Pruett. “They had big baskets and steals and it came down to who made the most plays and they did down the stretch.”
Lady Eagles Fall to Armuchee
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Photo by Ken Caruathers, RN-Tribune
02/01/06
David Dawson, Rome News-Tribune Sports Writer
Respond to this story
Email this story to a friend

Then again, coming out of nowhere has been the Lady Indians’ theme all season.
Paced by Lenee’ Fuller’s 16 points and a 24-of-29 showing at the foul line, Armuchee downed Coosa 65-49 in a Region 6-AA South game at Coosa.
The victory was Armuchee’s eighth in the its past nine games and assured the Lady Indians (16-7, 7-2) of the No. 2 seed in the Region 6-AA tourney, which begins Saturday at Georgia Highlands.“I’m very proud of this team,” said Armuchee coach Tammy Norred. “They have showed so much heart and desire this season, and being the No. 2 seed is a nice reward.”
Very few people expected Armuchee to finish this high in the standings. The team has no seniors, and was predicted to be rebuilding.
Even fewer people could have expected Armuchee to shoot free throws the way it did Tuesday.
The Lady Indians, who came into the game shooting just 59 percent from the line for the season, hit 21 of 24 (88 percent) over the final three quarters, including making 18 in a row during one stretch.
“I can’t explain it,” said Armuchee freshman star Anna Catanzano, who was 4-of-4 at the line and scored nine points. “We hit some foul shots early, and got our confidence up. And it stayed up.”
Armuchee juniors Chelsea MacDonald and Ashley Aker finished with 11 points each.
Coosa, which has also been a pleasant surprise this season, will be a No. 3 seed at the tournament.The Lady Eagles (10-11, 5-4) were paced Tuesday by freshman Ieshia Alexander’s 17 points and fellow freshman Haley Couey’s 16. Robyn Foster, who had 32 points the first time the two teams met on Jan. 13, was held to eight points after being hounded most of the night by Armuchee’s Fuller.
“Armuchee did a good job on Robyn,” said Coosa coach Connie Guinn. “They had a good gameplan, and they stuck to it.”
Young Eagles Show Muscle
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Coosa’s Storey Brown and Pepperell’s 

Jennifer Bruce  fight for the ball

 during Friday’s game.

 Ryan Smith, Rome News-Tribune
Young Coosa squad flexes muscles 

01/28/06 David Dawson, Rome News-Tribune Sports Writer 

The future is exceedingly bright for the Coosa girls’ basketball team. For that matter, the present isn’t looking too bad either. Coosa’s quartet of talented young guards, who will be tormenting opponents for years to come, put on a big show Friday night while leading the Lady Eagles to a 65-53 win over Pepperell at Georgia Highlands. Sophomore Robyn Foster erupted for a career-high 34 points in the Region 6-AA North game, including scoring virtually every big basket when the outcome was hanging in the balance. Three freshmen — Haley Couey, Ieshia Alexander and Alyssa Eubanks — also played major roles during the win. Couey scored 14 points, Alexander had 12 and Eubanks did a commendable job of shadowing Pepperell sharpshooter Lyndsay Franklin much of the night, limiting her to 10 hard-earned points. “I don’t know what else I can say about our guards,” said first-year Coosa coach Connie Guinn. “I’ll just say I’m glad they play for my team. They’re great players and great young ladies.” Foster and Alexander combined to score all but three of Coosa’s points during the game’s final 10½ minutes. The Lady Eagles outscored Pepperell 28-12 in that span to reverse a 41-37 deficit into a double-digit win. The victory, Coosa’s third straight, gave the Lady Eagles (10-10, 5-3) a stronghold on third place in 6-AA South. With two games to play, Coosa is two games in front of fourth-place Pepperell (12-8, 3-5). The team that earns the No. 3 seed from the South subregion will have an easier path to state tourney, having to win only two games (instead of three) at the Region 6-AA tourney. “I don’t think people were thinking we’d do much this season,” said Foster. “It feels great that we’ve been able to prove them wrong.” Coosa’s young stars said they know that the team’s success hinges on them, but they aren’t backing down. “We knew when the season started that the team would be counting on us,” said Eubanks, “so we’ve just worked hard and tried to prove we’re (dependable).” Pepperell coach Jeff Rickman is duly impressed with Coosa’s youthful talent. “I’d rank them among the best in the region,” he said, “and they did a great job of running the show tonight once they got the lead.” Pepperell’s Jennifer Bruce finished with 17 points and Jordan Marsh added 11 during the compelling contest, which featured nine lead changes in the opening three quarters. Coosa hosts Armuchee on Tuesday, while Pepperell hosts Darlington. NOTE: Emma Horne’s grandmother, who is battling health problems, attended the game and was able to see Emma play for the first time. The Pepperell freshman guard had four assists.
Coosa Downs Rockmart 
Coosa 75, Rockmart 36
Leading just 23-18 at the half, Coosa (9-10, 4-3) rolled up 26 points each in the third and fourth periods to win the 6-AA South game going away.
Robyn Foster led Coosa with 23 points, while Haley Couey and Ieshia Alexander each had 11.
Anatasha King led Rockmart (3-17, 0-7) with 17 points. 

Eagle Net a Thrilling Comeback Win Over Darlington 
David Dawson, Rome News-Tribune

Coosa 66, Darlington 61 
Coosa’s Ieisha Alexander is technically a ninth-grader. But she’s certainly no freshman. 
Alexander took Coosa on her shoulders, scoring 14 of her game-high 23 points in the final eight minutes to carry the Lady Eagles to a comeback win. 
“Every game she does something that amazes me,” said Coosa coach Connie Guinn. “Her tenacity on defense is incredible. And it comes naturally for her.” 
Robyn Foster added 21 for Coosa (8-10, 3-3), which erased an eight-point deficit in the final eight minutes. 
Alexander finished with nine steals, at least five of which came in the fourth quarter. She also scored the game-clinching basket on a well-executed run-out play with eight seconds left.
“As the point guard, I feel like it’s up to me to make some plays,” she said. “But I am not the only one who stepped up. We won this as a team. We were tired of losing these close ones.” 
Two of Coosa’s last three losses have come in overtime. 
Darlington, which had won its past four games, was led in scoring by Brooke Wetherington’s 17 points. Brittany Hightower had 16. 
“I’m going to hate watching this game on film,” said Darlington’s Angie Milford. “We were right there, with a chance to win, but it’s the little things that are killing us.” 


Learning To Fly 
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Connie Guinn leads the Coosa Lady Eagles into the thick of the Region 6-AA playoff race 01/09/06 
David Dawson, Rome News-Tribune Sports Writer 
It took a little while for them to catch on, but the Coosa girls basketball team is now exemplifying “Connie Guinn Basketball.” 
The relentless intensity. The high-speed tempo. The accept-nothing-less-than-perfection attitude. And, of course, the overall winning culture that Guinn brings to every team she coaches. 
All those things have come to the forefront at Coosa, where the surprising Lady Eagles — who often have as many as four freshmen on the floor at the same time — have ripped off six wins in their past eight games. 
With a victory tonight at home against Pepperell, the Lady Eagles (7-7, 2-0) would move over the .500 mark and would maintain at least a share of first place in Region 6-AA South. 
“The attitude of this team has been wonderful,” said Guinn, the former Berry coach in her first season at Coosa. “We’re still making some mistakes that young teams make, but when it comes down to it, the girls are absolutely playing their hearts out. And that’s what has made this season fun for me.” 
Fun, yes. But it’s also been the most challenging year of Guinn’s career. 
The longtime coach, who routinely took her Berry teams to the national tourney, inherited a Coosa team that was as green as they come. 
Although Coosa made it to the state tourney last season under Stephanie Brooks, only two players from that team returned this year. The rest of the roster is comprised of underclassmen, along with a few older players with little or no varsity experience. 
Making matters more difficult was the loss of senior guard Victoria Campbell, who suffered a hand injury in December. 
But despite those obstacles, Guinn has kept the team on course — and kept her composure. 
“The biggest thing has been showing patience,” said Guinn. “I’ve had to be a lot more laid-back than I used to be. 
“There’s been a couple times where I’ve stopped practice and let everyone, including myself, get a good laugh about something funny that happened,” said Guinn. “Then we get that out of our system and get right back to work.” 
Coosa’s recent surge included two wins at the Rome News-Tribune Holiday Festival in late December. Coosa made it to the tournament semifinals, and finished fourth at the Festival. 
Coosa’s hot streak has been keyed by young stars like freshman Ieshia Alexander and sophomore Robyn Foster, who combine to give Coosa one of the quickest backcourts in the region. 
Several other freshmen have also had contributing roles during the roll. 
“Some people may not know this, but most of these players (on the current varsity team) had a lot of success in middle school and they’re accustomed to winning,” Guinn said. “And they’ve really helped bring a positive mindset to our program.” 
Although Guinn would be reluctant to admit it, early last month she had to be wondering what she’d got herself into. 
Roughly five weeks into the season, the Lady Eagles were, quite frankly, playing like a team with a freshmen-heavy roster. 
They lost five of their first six games, due in large part to a lack of poise down the stretch. Three of the five losses were by seven points or less, including one in double overtime. 
“I knew we were going to have some growing pains, but I never thought we’d be 1-5 to start the season,” said Guinn. “And what made it so tough was that many of those were winnable games that we just let get away.” 
But Guinn says the players didn’t get down, and they refused to let the bad start to snowball on them. 
“Nobody in our locker room was pointing fingers,” Guinn said. “And as it turned out, those games proved to be a learning experience. The girls now have a much better idea of what it takes to protect a late lead, and do the things you have to do to win close games.” 
In other words, the Lady Eagles are now playing vintage “Connie Guinn Basketball.” 
The results speak for themselves. 

Coosa Loses Another Nailbiter 
01/14/06
Jim O'Hara, Rome News-Tribune Sports Editor 
Armuchee 77, Coosa 72
Armuchee opened the game in near-flawless fashion and Coosa slowly battled back to take the lead late in the game. It took some timely defense and accuracy at the free throw line by the Lady Indians to seal the decision and pin down second place in the subregion standings. 
“We learned something from that Model game and that made a big difference,” Armuchee coach Tammy Norred said, referring to last week’s overtime loss to the No. 5 Lady Blue Devils. “Tonight we did what we needed to do to win the game.” 
Armuchee (12-6, 3-1) appeared headed to an easy win. The Lady Indians broke out to a 27-13 lead after one quarter. 
“We played about as well as we could in the first quarter,” Norred said. “But the kids lost their focus.” 
The Lady Eagles (7-9, 2-2), whose comeback came up short last Tuesday against Pepperell, refused to let the deficit shake them. 
Led by sophomore Robyn Foster, who ended the night with a game-high 32 points, Coosa took its first lead of the game, 66-65, when Foster hit a layup with 1:10 remaining. Armuchee, however, avoided defeat when Lenee’ Fuller hit a foul shot with 54 seconds to go, eventually forcing overtime. 
Coosa struck first, grabbing a 71-67 lead when Emily Fountain hit a pair of free throws, but it was at the charity stripe at the other end of the floor where Armuchee cashed in. 
A putback by Dominque Ford gave the Lady Indians the lead for good at 73-72 with 48 seconds left. Armuchee hit eight of its last nine free throws, including a 6-for-6 effort by Amanda Parris. 
Ashley Aker led Armuchee with 21 points, while Anna Catanzano added 18 points, Fuller had 14 and Parris finished with 13. 
Haley Couey and Emily Fountain joined Foster in double figures with 13 and 11 points, respectively. 
“We’ve got to find a way to win these kind of games,” Coosa coach Connie Guinn said. “We can’t use youth as an excuse anymore.” Armuchee hosts Pepperell on Tuesday, while Coosa visits Model.



Lady Eagles Lose Showdown against Pepperell 
David Dawson, Rome News-Tribune Sports Writer 
Pepperell 60, Coosa 58 
When Coosa trailed by 21 in the third quarter, it seemed as if the Lady Dragons would cruise to 6-AA South win. 
Coosa’s Lady Eagles had other plans. 
Led by Ieshia Alexander’s steals and Robyn Foster’s 3- point shooting, Coosa used a 27-point fourth quarter to rally in an eventual two-point loss. 
“This team is so youthful and plays with so much excitement,” said Coosa coach Connie Guinn. “Everybody out there did their part in the second half.”
Pepperell outscored Coosa 26-5 in the second quarter and by all rights the Lady Eagles could’ve cashed it in, but somehow found enough in the tank for a comeback. We knew Coosa would give us a good ballgame,” said Pepperell coach Jeff Rickman. “We put a big emphasis on playing all 32 minutes but Coosa battled us and fought back.” 
Coosa’s Foster led all scorers with 27 points, including five 3s. Alexander had 19 for Coosa (7-8, 2-1). 
Lyndsay Franklin had 19 for Pepperell (9-4, 2-1), Jennifer Bruce 15 and Jordan Marsh 13. 
Coosa is at Armuchee Friday and Pepperell is at Darlington. 



Lady Eagles Rock Rockmart 
Rome News-Tribune Wrapup
Coosa 84, Rockmart 41 
Ieshia Alexander scored 22 points as the Lady Eagles (7-7, 2-0) remained perfect in Region 6-AA South play. 
Haley Couey scored 18 and Robyn Foster added 15 for Coosa, which hosts Pepperell on Tuesday. 
Rockmart (2-11, 0-2) got 15 points from Anatasha King. The Lady Yellow Jackets host Armuchee on Tuesday. 


Lady Eagles Down Chattooga 
Rome News-Tribune Wrapup
Coosa 47, Chattooga 40 
Coosa held Chattooga to 13 second-half points in a non-subregion road win. 
Robyn Foster had 20 points to lead Coosa (6-7), while Ieshia Alexander had 12. Chattooga (7-7) was paced by Jheri Booker’s 23


Lady Eagles Win 4th Straight and Head to the Semi-Finals 
ROME NEWS-TRIBUNE STAFF REPORT
Coosa 40, Darlington 39
Coosa freshman Ieshia Alexander got the birthday present she wanted most: A trip to the semifinals.
Alexander scored a game-high 15 points, including the game-winning basket with 1:36 to play to lift Coosa over Darlington in a second-round thriller.
“(Because of the tournament) I knew I wasn’t going to be able to get out and do anything to celebrate my birthday,” said Alexander, “so I figured I might as well have some fun playing basketball.”
Coosa (5-5) has won four straight games, including two in the Festival.
“The girls are excited about being in the semis,” said first-year coach Connie Guinn. “Our offense wasn’t very good, but our defense came up with huge stops.” 

Lady Eagles Win Big 
Coosa 63, Adairsville 35 

Robyn Foster tied a school record with six 3-pointers and scored 25 points to lead host Coosa (2-5) past Adairsville (1-7). 

Foster scored 13 points in the second quarter to stake Coosa to a 36-14 halftime lead and added eight more in the third quarter as the Lady Eagles cruised. 

“It feels good to get a win," said Coosa coach Connie Guinn, whose team lost at Adairsville 43-37 on Nov. 22. "The girls executed out there tonight and when they saw the things they worked on in practice were successful, it gave them a lot of confidence.” 

Ieshia Alexander added 15 points for Coosa, while Nikita Trimble paced Adairsville with 12. 


Lady Eagles Fall To Haralson County 
Haralson County 57, Coosa 35 

The Lady Eagles lost a non-region game to 4-AAAA member Haralson County in Tallapoosa. 

Freshman Haley Couey led Coosa (1-4) with 13 points, while Amy Horton scored 25 points to pace Haralson County (6-0). 

The Lady Eagles fought hard through three quarters and gave Haralson County Lady Rebels all they could stand. The Lady Eagles found themselves down by 10 at the end of the third quarter, 31-41, but ended the night with a disappointing 4th quarter. The Lady Eagles had a cold shooting night, but played an extremely hard game. 

The Lady Eagles and Eagles are on the road Friday night at Central Carrollton. The Lady Eagles tip-off at 6:00


Despite OT Battle, Lady Eagles Fall to LaFayette 
Girls prep basketball roundup 12/03/05 
From staff reports 

Losing in two overtimes is tough for any coach to take, especially when a game appeared to be in good shape. 

But after the Coosa Lady Eagles dropped a 68-63 heartbreaker to visiting LaFayette, coach Connie Guinn was more focused on the extra effort she saw from her players. 

“That’s a tough one to lose, especially because we had so many chances,” Guinn said after the loss to dropped the Lady Eagles to 1-3. “They played hard and their effort was there. 

“Our motto tonight was to leave it all on the court, and they did,” she added. “But we made mistakes and it cost us buckets.” 

After taking a 36-31 third-quarter lead, Coosa was able to build a 10-point lead early in the final quarter of regulation. 

But LaFayette (3-3) charged back, making the most of Coosa’s mistakes — the Lady Eagles ended the game with an amazing 40 turnovers — and sent the game into overtime when Jenny Link hit a three-pointer with three seconds to play. 

The two teams matched each other’s output in the first OT period, then LaFayette sealed the game outscoring Coosa 13-8 in the final extra period. 

Coosa’s Ieshia Alexander led all scorers with 22 points, while teammate Robyn Foster added 18. Amber Romero, Emily Clements and Link paced LaFayette with 12 each. 



Lady Eagles Get First Win 
Coosa 55, Central-Carroll 40 

The Lady Eagles earned their first win under new coach Connie Guinn with a non-region victory at home. The Lady Eagles led at the half 31-12.

Robyn Foster led Coosa (1-2) with 18 points, while Ieshia Alexander added 11. Freshman Haley Couey added 9 points and 9 rebounds.


Eagles Fall in Another Tough One 

Young Eagles Show Promise in Opening Loss 
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Chattooga holds on to stay perfect 

11/19/05 
By David Dawson, Rome News-Tribune Sports Writer 

Connie Guinn’s coaching debut at Coosa was entertaining, but Chattooga’s Jheri Booker kept it from being successful. 
Booker scored a team-high 23 points and owned the glass on both ends during Chattooga’s pulsating 59-56 win in a non-subregion game between 6-AA foes. 
Chattooga, which withstood Coosa’s frantic 12-1 run in the final four minutes, improved to 2-0 under first-year coach Brian Knapp. 
It was Guinn’s first game as a head coach since 2001. The legendary former Berry coach had spent the past two seasons as an assistant high school coach, and was out of basketball the two years before that. 
“Being back out there tonight emphasized to me that this is what I was meant to do,” said Guinn, who coached at Berry for 10 seasons. “This is what I enjoy. 
“But I was nervous when the game started and stayed nervous right though the fourth quarter,” she added. “If we would’ve had a big lead, maybe I could’ve relaxed.” 
But a trio of Chattooga seniors prevented that from happening. In addition to Booker, Jameisha Brooks finished with 13 points and Naudia Jones added eight, all in the final 16 minutes. 
“Our senior leadership was the difference tonight,” said Knapp, “and we’re going to need that all year.” 
Booker put on a show, snatching acrobatic rebounds and finishing fastbreaks throughout. 
“Keeping her on the floor is the huge for us,” said Knapp. “She makes us go.” 
Coosa’s Robyn Foster, the only returning starter from last year’s state tourney team, had a game-high 25 points, including five 3-pointers. Freshman Ieshia Alexander added 11 points, and keyed Coosa’s late-game charge. 
Chattooga led 58-44 with 4:01 to play after Brooks banked in a long 3-pointer. But Alexander scored on a runner at the foul line on the next possession, and then converted two steals into layups to highlight Coosa’s 12-1 surge, which cut the lead to 59-56 with 38 seconds to go. 
Coosa had three possessions in the final half-minute, but came up empty. Foster’s 3-pointer at the buzzer was just short. 
The late-game push was Coosa’s second big run of the night. The Lady Eagles closed the first half with an 11-0 spurt for a 25-24 lead. 
“We played inconsistent, and we’re going to have to (correct) that,” said Coosa senior Victoria Campbell, who scored five points in the late charge. “I think we were feeling some pressure, with this being our first game and with having a new coach. But we can build on this.” 
Coosa, which made just 9 of 19 free throws, visits Adairsville on Tuesday, and Chattooga hosts Model.
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Connie Guinn Named Head Coach 
Coosa has hired former Berry College women’s basketball coach Connie Guinn to coach the girls basketball team, replacing Stephanie Brooks, who stepped down after last season. 
“First and foremost, she is a unique individual,” said former Coosa principal Janice Vick. Ms. Guinn teaches special education. 
“(Guinn) is very qualified and we’re glad that she will be part of our school family,” Vick added. 
Guinn left Berry in 1997 and, after serving as the the coach for the Atlanta Glory of the now-defunct ABL for a year, took over the women’s program at the University of Alabama-Huntsville, where she coached until 2001. 
Guinn, a Kingston, Tenn., native, is a 1984 graduate of Berry where she starred as a player. 
At Berry, Guinn compiled a 233-117 record, won four conference titles in 10 years and led the Lady Vikes to the NAIA national tournament three times. 
She became the school’s all-time winningest coach in 1993, surpassing Brenda Paul, who recruited her to Berry. 
Guinn is a former graduate assistant at the University of Georgia. Her first job was at Roane State Community College where she posted a 24-5 record. 





HSN Coupon Deals


Guinn Begins Again, Rome News-Tribune 
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Lady Eagles look to soar with legendary ex-Berry coach 10/31/05 
By David Dawson, Rome News-Tribune Sports Writer 

Lady Eagles look to soar with legendary ex-Berry coach 10/31/05 
By David Dawson, Rome News-Tribune Sports Writer 

The decibel level in her voice will be a little lower. The stomps on the sidelines will come with less force. And the technicals will come with less frequency. 
But don’t be read too much into the kinder, gentler persona being portrayed this season by Connie Guinn. 
The first-year Coosa girls’ basketball coach is still the feisty competitor she was during her coaching career at Berry College. 
“When my former players come and see me coach this season, they’re going to say ‘wow, she’s really mellowed out,’” said Guinn with a smile slowly stretching across her face. “But the truth is, I’m still going to be intense and still going to have high expectations for my players and my team.” 
“The only real difference is that now, at this (high school) level, I’m going to have to be more patient than I used to be.” 
Which might not be as easy as it seems. 
Guinn —mild-mannered and personable away from the court — is well known for her passionate courtside disposition. 
For 10 wildly successful seasons at Berry, she directed her teams with the docility of a boot camp Marine sergeant. The Lady Vikings responded with a string of 20-win seasons, and Guinn became the school’s all-time winningest coach. 
This season, Guinn is being reminded that things operate somewhat more leisurely at the prep level. 
“It’s definitely a little different,” said Guinn, again with a wry smile. “The college players were being paid, in a sense. They were getting to go to school for free, which is like being paid. “But in high school, you have players who don’t come to practice because they say they don’t feel good or whatever. College players wouldn’t dream of doing that,” she said. ”So that part has taken a little adjusting.” 
Since leaving Berry in 1997, Guinn’s career path has taken some big twists and turns. 
It began with two years as an assistant coach with the Atlanta Glory of the now-defunct American Basketball League, followed by three years as head coach at Alabama-Huntsville. 
Then came three years in the sporting goods industry, away from basketball altogether. Guinn ultimately returned to the bench, serving as an assistant coach the past two seasons at Gordon Central (2003) and Ridgeland (2004). 
Now the journey has come full circle. She’s back in the head coach’s office, and back in the city she loves. 
Rome is home to me,” said Guinn. “It’s not actually my hometown, but this is, professionally, where I belong. And I’m excited to be at Coosa.” 
Guinn said coaching high school basketball gives her the same adrenaline rush as coaching in college, only without all the recruiting trips. 
“The travel just got to be too much, which is why I got out of it,” she said. “But I missed coaching so much during those years while I was away, and I knew I had to get back.” 
Since taking the Coosa job, Guinn has made it a priority to help the program become stronger, both physically and emotionally. 
She’s instituted a new weight-lifting program and is emphasizing that basketball is a full-time commitment. 
“I want the girls to understand that basketball isn’t just a October-to-February thing,” said Guinn. “There’s much more to it than that.” 
Guinn said her young team, which features just three seniors, has been receptive to the new ideology. 
“The girls have responded well,” she said. “They’re excited about lifting weights and getting stronger. I think all the girls, including the three seniors, are excited about being apart of this program.” 
And so is Guinn. She just isn’t showing it quite as freely as she used to. 
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